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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 14th of January 2020 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

  Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted member 

  Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

  Tony Hulme  (TH) : Somersham PC 

  Susan Martin  (SM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

  Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

  Roy Fabb  (RF) : Guest 

   

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Andy Bush, Dave McCandless, Margaret King and Rachel Fabb 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2019 
 
There were no comments on the minutes. 
 
JN proposed. JC seconded. All were in favour.  

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Eda McPherson has kindly requested that she be taken off the circulation list for the minutes. 

A1096/A14 Incidents: 

OM had received the following email from Brian Murdoch in response to his letter describing the dangerous 
situation on the A1096 on the approach to the A14. 



Hi Owen 

Just for info, I have been informed that the work on the A1096 at Galley Hill started last night and work is 
programmed for nights over the next couple of weeks. 

Regards 

Brian Murdoch, Local Highways Officer 

There was no description of the work in the email but committee members said it involved extensive 
repainting which had significantly reduced the risk of drivers being confused by the road layout. 

Camera Digitalisation: 

OM had written to Matt Staton to ask about progress with the camera digitalisation at the Wheatsheaf 
Junction and had received the following response.  

Hi Owen, 

The digitalisation is progressing well and this site is due for upgrade early in the new year. 

Basically, the new cameras are just a digital version of the old wet film ones – the housings remain the 
same, albeit with some refurbishment and the image is transferred electronically for processing rather than 
collected manually. Here’s a link to the company’s factsheet on the 
technology: https://www.cubic.com/sites/default/files/2019-03/CTS-%20UK%20-DATASHEET%20-
%20Fixed%20Site%20Speed%20Enforcement%20%20Gatso%20RS-GS11_0.pdf 

 Thanks 

Matt 

Speeding Tractors:  
 
Another accident involving an overturned agricultural vehicle at Whittlesey. 
 

 
 

    

 
OM has written to Stefan Gidlow at Countryside Watch to publicise this issue of dangerous agricultural 
vehicles. 

 



4. Correspondence      None 
 

5. St. Ivo School / Houghton Road 
 

ML said she had a long conversation with Richard Ling, Head of Signals at CCC. After the conversation  he 
had immediately gone off to monitor the situation at the traffic lights but said he had not witnessed any 
problems. He also said that countdown boxes would not be permitted because they were more likely to 
cause accidents in this situation.  
PS asked where he had stood to observe. There are 2 sets of lights and the ones at Elm Drive are the real; 
worry. But the driveway opposite makes it difficult to put in safety measures. 
JC asked if there had been any discussion about installing a rail. 
PS thought a rail would be difficult because of cyclists. But the real problem is that people have too long to 
wait before being able to cross. 
ML said that they could adjust the timing of the lights. Or perhaps install a detector that changes the lights. 
But there hasn’t been an accident so far. We might have to convene another meeting. 
 

6. Wheatsheaf Junction Update 
 

ML reported that some new, larger “Give Way” signs had been put up about 100 yards from the junction.  
The solution being proposed will be traffic lights because Bluntisham PC had received a letter to that effect. 
There was an inspection of the junction after the fatal crash in November. TH informed the group that the 
inquest into the crash had started today.  
[Post-meeting note: The inquest was adjourned pending further police inquiries.] 
 
RF said that the Wheatsheaf petition was effective despite comments from some quarters that petitions 
were counter productive. The petition now has over 10,800 signatures. There is currently a speed 
restriction of 30mph at the junction because of roadworks. The stretch of road affected is from the Nursery 
to the Rugby Club. 
 
There was some discussion on what the speed limit would be if traffic lights are installed. No-one was sure 
what the rules were but the general consensus was that traffic lights can operate in 50mph zones.  
 
OM asked what the committee would do if the proposed traffic lights do not materialise. 
RF suggested we could write to the Social Care Ombudsman.  
JC reminded the committee that there were 3 fatalities involving teenagers in the 1990s, so there have 
been 6 people killed at this spot in the past 25 years as well as many seriously injured. If nothing changes 
we should renew our campaign more vigorously. 
TH suggested that we should try and compile serious accident data covering a 30 year period. 
 
OM gave a brief explanation of the methodology behind the Crash Cluster Site rankings produced by CCC. 
There is a points system based on the severity of crashes within a 3 year rolling time frame. The points 
system allocates 4 for a crash with a fatality, 3 for a serious injury and 1 for a slight injury. The Barnwell 
Road junction in Cambridge was top of the list with 32 points from 5 serious crashes and 17 minor ones. 
The Wheatsheaf was only 44th on the list with 7 points from 7 crashes involving minor injuries. The 
rationale given for this approach is that it measures risk and therefore can be used as a guide to where 
resources should be spent. Recent events have shown that it is not an accurate method for determining 
risk and a review of how funds are spent is urgently needed.  Below is a list of the accidents reported at the 
Wheatsheaf Junction in the past 5 months. The details have not been officially confirmed. 
 
August 22nd:   Two car collision both drivers required medical treatment 
September 13th: Two vehicle collision.  2 injured, one seriously. 
October 1st:   Road closed due to crash. Injuries unknown. 
October 30th:   Crash between car & motorcycle. Injuries unknown 
November 14th:  Crash between a mini-bus and a car. 3 dead and 17 injured. 
November 18th:  Crash involving a van and 2 cars. No injuries reported. 
November 27th.  Crash involving 3 vehicles. Injuries unknown 
 



7. Road Maintenance and Repair 
 
 

OM had photographed some of the locations around Earith where the lack of road maintenance and repair 
is very obvious. The pedestrian crossing near the Post Office suffers from erased white lines and globes 
that are covered in dirt. It is no wonder that there are so many reports of drivers failing to stop for 
pedestrians when the crossing is so degraded. 

        

 
 

NB wondered if the crossing was actually legal considering its state. 
 
The roundabout at Earith Bridge is another prime example. The markings here have all but disappeared. 
 

 
 
ML said that the Shelford Road is still in poor condition and the speed limit ought to be reduced to 30mph. 
40mph is too fast to safely negotiate the many dips. 
 
The poor condition of the road infrastructure constitutes a growing threat to road safety. 



8. Review of Watching Items 
 

Low Road: 
CS reported that Abbey Housing have submitted plans for 100 new houses on the former Vindis site in St. 
Ives. They will be built on stilts. The plan also calls for the roundabout to be widened with a connecting 
bridge to the housing development.  There are also reports that the pumping station at Hemingford Grey is 
at capacity. 
JC: The pumping station was built purely to keep water from flooding Victoria Terrace.  
 
Compass Point / Morrisons 
 
The Aldi store is now under construction. 
SM thought there was still a problem here with people pulling out of Morrisons and turning right.  
CS said he had done some observation here and hadn’t seen anyone doing it. 
SM replied that it depended on the time of day. Traffic approaches very fast from the east and it is 
dangerous. 
The meeting agreed to keep this under review.  
 
Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 

 
DM has reported that there has been no consultation from CC Highways with respect to the LHI bid for a 
speed reduction. Also, with the plan to make the A1123 a 40mph limit from end to end the B1090 should be 
made a part of the same plan.  
 
Cromwell Terrace Crossing: 
 
Alison Melnyczuk, clerk to St. Ives TC, was asked to put in an application for DM to put up the SIDs to 
measure the traffic. But ML said she had not had a response when chasing it. CS said he would bring the 
matter up at the next TC meeting in February. 
 
Needingworth Road / Meadow Lane Junction 
 
CS thought that Brian Murdoch could put up some signage here if he has money left at the end of the 
financial year.  
Action: OM to write and suggest it. 
 
 

9. Reports from members 
 

DM, Community Roadwatch 
 

Despite the fact that the authorities  take no action when Roadwatch provides evidenced reports of 
speeding and dangerous driving, local communities have still benefited considerably from our efforts. Over 
the past year Roadwatch has helped the following communities; Pidley, Hilton, Earith, Warboys, Kings 
Ripton, Somersham, Fenstanton and Willingham. Assistance has been provided in the form of technical 
support, data collection and analysis, help with LHI bids and equipment installation and maintenance.  
The Roadwatch Speeding statistics for 2019 are shown at Appendix A. 

CS, Fenstanton PC 

He had received an email from Karen Lunn stating that the LHI bid for a speed reduction on London Road 
had been revived with some modifications. Motor-vehicle activated signs (MVAS) are now being offered 
instead of Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs). The cost will be about £9k. He will be speaking in support of 
the proposals. Evidence has been gathered not only about speeds but also about NO2 emissions in the 
locality and also wind-turbulence caused by HGVs. The turbulence was measured and showed that lorries 
cause a wave effect which can knock children off bikes. 



NB said the committee should thank CS for all his good work. All agreed. 
 
NB:   Co-opted member 
 
Houghton & Wyton have submitted a bid to reduce the speed limit along the A1123 to 40mph between St. 
Ives and Huntingdon.  
The PC are also discussing plans to install 3 charging points for electric vehicles in the village. 
 
PS: Co-opted member 
 
Now that the new section of the A14 is open the old A14 has been renamed the A1307. You can get on to  
the old road at Godmanchester. It gets a bit of traffic during the day but at night it’s just a race track with 
people doing in excess of 100mph. Of course all the speed cameras have been removed so at 3am it’s 
only boy racers. We need to keep an eye on this. 
 
SM: Holywell & Needingworth PC 
 
We will support any measures that reduce the danger at the Wheatsheaf Junction.  
 
JN: Earith PC 
 
The A1123 was closed for several days at Earith due to ‘flooding’ although the depth was only a couple of 
inches. He had spent some time at the barrier informing motorists that the road was closed but a few still 
tried to get through by driving around the barrier. The closure caused great frustration because it was seen 
as unnecessary as the road was clearly passable. But the environment agency were worried that the 
flooding might suddenly get worse and shut the road as a precaution. 
 
RF: Guest 
 
There is a serious problem in Rectory Lane, Somersham. The road is very narrow and there is a road 
safety issue when people drop off their kids to go to school. The yellow lines need to be extended to stop 
people parking. The school have contacted parents about it. 
TH added that parked cars already make  it impossible for the emergency services to get down. There is 
now a proposal for another 18 houses which will make the situation even worse.  
 
It was proposed to put this on the Watching List which was agreed.  
 

10. Items for Further Consideration   
 

None 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday  March  10th   2020 
Tuesday  May  12th   2020 
Tuesday  July  14th   2020 



Appendix A 

 


